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A study on the cave sites at Shimane Peninsula

—the survey at location rock shelter on the west of Sarugahana Todai cave site,
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Abstract: There are many caves along Shimane Peninsula coast, and they are considered sea
caves. Some of them were used by the ancient people for dwellings or other purposes, and
remain as the archaeological sites. These cave sites are located facing the coastal line, so it is
considered that the ancient people who would use or used the cave sites were influenced by
the sea level changes or other environmental changes. And for these reasons, researches of
the cave sites contribute to not only archacological studies but also palaco-environmental
studies and so on. With these aims, we planned the excavation of the cave sites, and carried
out the excavation at Sarugahana Tddai cave site, Mihonoseki Town, Shimane Prefecture, in
1995 and 1996  (Takehiro and Watanabe et al.,1996 ; Takehiro and Ege et al.,1997) .
In1997, we researched the Location rock shelter, 10 m west of Sarugahana Todai cave site.
In this location we found some archaeological remains, Jomon potsherd, obsidian flakes and
so on, in 1996's research. This location was probably thought to be the archaeological site,
and we carried out a preliminary survey at this location. Judging by the present data, the rock
shelter at this location is thought to be formed by the ancient marine erosion, and to be used
for the dwelling or other purposes. And this rock shelter is thought to have suffered the
marine erosion or other influences continuously after the emergence of the initial shape, so
there is also the possibility that the initial shape of this rock shelter was the different form, for
example, sea cave and so on. To study further the significance of this location, we need to do
more future researches.
Key words: cave site, sea cave, Shimane Peninsula, sea level changes, Location rock shelter
of Sarugahana Tédai cave site.
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Fig. 1 Location map of Sarugahana Tddai cave site
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Tédai cave site
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Fig. 3 Cross section of Location rock shelter of
Sarugahana Todai cave site
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View of Location rock shelter (1) and Sarugahana Tddai
cave site (2)
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Close view of this location.
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Potsherd, stone tools and flakes collected at this location






